
A Special Edition for Atlantis Residents

WELCOME TO OUR SECOND EDITION!
Well managed airports recognize that they have a social contract with neighborhoods under their flight 
paths.  The social contract between Lantana Airport and its adjacent communities is embodied in its Noise 
Abatement Procedures, which provide among other things that:

• Operations by jet aircraft and large prop aircraft are prohibited at all times
• Touch-and-go training flights are prohibited on all runways between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. on weekdays    
    and 10 p.m. and 8 a.m. on weekends
• Touch-and-go operations are prohibited at all times on runway 9-27, which handles flights passing 
    over Atlantis and Lake Osborne
• Flights are to use runway 3-21, which avoids Atlantis and Lake Osborne, whenever possible
• Helicopter training is to be conducted over the airport 
• Helicopters should maintain altitudes over 500 feet and operate away from residential areas

Unfortunately:

• The current Fixed Base Operator (FBO) at the airport and its tenants, including in particular the 
    helicopter school, have ignored these procedures and their responsibilities to operate in a 
    sustainable manner with respect to their neighbors.
• The County’s Department of Airports, which owns Lantana Airport, does not monitor activities at the 
    airport.  As a result, it does not supervise the operations of the FBO, which is its tenant.  It also does 
    not monitor adherence to the Noise Abatement Procedures, even though it issues them.

The result is that monitoring the airport falls to citizens in surrounding communities, including Atlantis and 
Lake Osborne. Fortunately, there is a tool that residents can use. The Boca Raton Airport operates a tracking 
system, and its radar encompasses Lantana Airport.  You can access this system at http://webtrak5.bksv.com/
bct3. The system operates with a brief delay for security purposes, but you can track aircraft passing over your 
home both currently and in the past. There is a “how to” video concerning how to use webtrak5 on YouTube, 
or you can contact a member of the committee for guidance.

If you observe fixed wing aircraft or helicopters flying training patterns (the same aircraft repeatedly flying 
the same route) or flying at low altitudes over Atlantis or Lake Osborne you can document these activities 
using webtrak5 and report them to the Lantana Airport complaint line at 561-683-7242 and the PBIA Noise 
Complaint Office at  561-683-0472. While neither is especially responsive at this time, it is important that we 
build a record of constant violations of the airport’s social contract with its neighbors.

You can also help by contacting our County Commissioner, David Kerner, to let him know that you support his 
efforts to get the Department of Airports to act as a responsible landlord at Lantana Airport.

Specific actions that would be helpful are:

• Increasing transparency by working with Brüel and Kjær EMS (B&K), which operates webtrak5, to 
    expand the area covered by radar and to make primary and secondary radar feeds available.  This 
    will allow residents to determine the exact altitude of aircraft, rather than a range, and to better 
    identify aircraft flying with their transponders turned off. 
• To work with B&K to install an algorithm to provide residents with accurate counts of total daily 
    operations at Lantana Airport by type of aircraft and type of operation.  Currently, compiling such 
    information from webtrak5 is a very time-consuming operation.
• Establishing a protocol to assure that all complaints received by the PBIA Noise Complaint Office are 
    promptly displayed in a log available to the public and that the County publish statistics concerning 
    the number of complaints received each week.  Currently, such information is posted only
    sporadically.  
• Establishing a protocol whereby the County forwards complaints that likely include safety violations 
    to the FAA, rather 

Commissioner Kerner, who has been very helpful in dealing with airport problems, can be reached at 
dkerner@pbcgov.org.  Please be sure to thank him for his support.

Lantana Airport Citizens News
As a community we have come together to inform the residents of Atlantis 
and the neighboring communities of things they may not be aware of...

Join us on Facebook @ Lantana Airport Citizens News for more updates and to get involved.
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The City of Atlantis and Palm Beach 
County entered into an agreement in 
1991 in which the city agreed not to 
object to certain development changes 
at Lantana Airport in exchange in 
exchange for restrictions on airport 
operations to safeguard residents in 
neighboring communities.  In June, at 
the urging of Atlantis residents, Mayor 
Cathy Higgins wrote to the County 
Mayor asking that the County enforce 
the agreement.  Since that time, the 
County has appropriated funds for 
litigation to enforce the existing ban on 
jet aircraft at Lantana Airport, which is 
an essential element of the agreement.  

To date, the City has not received a 
written reply to this letter.  However, 
Mayor Higgins has requested a meeting 
with the County Administrator and 
Commissioner David Kerner. City 
Manager Mo Thornton and the city 
attorney will also attend.  

Please plan to attend the City 
Council meeting at 7 pm on 

Wednesday, November 15 to hear 
an update from the City officials 
on the meeting, which hopefully 
will result in specific steps by the 
County to aggressively enforce 

the interlocal agreement.

YOU ARE CALLED
FOR ACTION!

2 WAYS TO ENSURE 
YOU GET THE LATEST NEWS

Like our Facebook Page: 
Lantana Airport Citizen’s News 
to receive updates and 
time-critical information

Get this newsletter emailed to 
you digitally by sending an access 
request with your Name & Email 
address to: 
Maggiesarubbi@gmail.com

GET INVOLVED! 
HOST A MEETING

You can help to spread the word 
concerning developments at Lantana 

Airport.  Please organize a small meeting 
or cocktail reception at your home for 
your neighbors.  The Lantana Airport 
Citizens Committee will be happy to 
provide a speaker.  Please join in this 

neighbor-to-neighbor effort.

To arrange to host a meeting, 
please call Bill Harsh at 561 966 3673.
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